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The Rondout Valley Central School District Board of Education has adopted a $64,305,841 
proposed budget, with a 1.8 percent tax levy increase, for the 2018-2019 school year.
The New York State Tax Levy Limit formula would have permitted the District to increase the tax 

levy a maximum of 2.38 percent, but School Business Administrator Debra Kosinski said the Board 
of Education and District administration chose to keep it under two percent based on the economic 
needs of the community. 

Kosinski said the Board was able to keep the tax levy increase under two percent by using 
additional State Aid the District received, not replacing staff who are retiring in areas where 
enrollment has declined, and keeping new purchase requests by staff to a minimum. The District also 
opted to allocate $3.5 million from its fund balance to the budget.

“We’re trying to be more efficient with what we have,” Kosinski said.

More Classroom Technology, Enhanced Programs
The budget allows the District to maintain its long-standing initiatives, including three classes of full-
day Pre-Kindergarten, the summer STEAM Academy, Literacy Camps, and Scholastic Art Awards, 
and also includes funds for enhancements to some programs.

Approximately 100 new iPads will be added in Grades 1 and 2. Students use iPads for learning 
across the curriculum, utilizing apps for everything from story writing to science exploration. 

Kosinski said the new iPads are part of the District’s goal of putting 21st century technology in 
the hands of every student to enhance learning. She added that the devices also have a secondary 
benefit of helping students become comfortable with digital devices as they transition into the new 
State-mandated computer-based testing in third grade.

“We’re trying to get ahead of the curve on mandated computer-based testing,” Kosinski said. 
Students at the High School will also see enhancements in technology as the Windows-based 

computers in the computer lab are updated. 
Elementary and Intermediate School students will enjoy more enrichment activities and after-

school clubs in the 2018-2019 school year. Money has been set aside to enhance club offerings with 
input from the building principals.

At the Junior High School, professional development will be included for mindfulness stress-
reduction training. Mindfulness encourages awareness of one’s surroundings, thoughts, and actions, 
and staff and students began using it last school year to help reduce stress. Some of the strategies staff 
members will learn in professional development will be shared with students. 

H ow does 
pasteurization 

affect the rate of 
microbial growth in 
buttermilk? What 
ingredient would 
make the best 
substitute for eggs 
in a cookie recipe?  
These are just some 
of the questions 
being asked—and 
answered—in a 
new science elective 
being offered 
to High School 
students this year.

The CASE Food Science & Safety course, part of the 
agricultural curriculum at Rondout, was several years in the 
making. During that time, the District used grant funding from 
the New World Foundation’s Local Economies Project to transform 
a Home and Careers classroom located in the Junior High School 
into a state-of-the-art food science lab. 

Health, FACS (Family and Consumer Sciences), and Food 
Science teacher Barbara Davenport, who is teaching the class, 
completed an intensive training course at Texas A&M University 
last summer. “This course uses the scientific method to explore 
current food production regulations and practices,” she said. “Our 
labs require students to use data to answer questions and solve 
real-time problems in the food industry.” 

During a recent class, student Emily Lawlor conducted 
a sensory evaluation of a muffin, painstakingly recording its 
various attributes, including smell, taste, and texture.  

Another student, Pricilla Pomerantz, described a different 
lab. “We replaced eggs with flax seeds, apple sauce, and 
bananas,” she remembered. “The flax seeds were best in terms of 
texture, and the apple sauce worked best for taste.” 

During a different lesson, students were required to see 
how many consumable products they could make out of a whole 
chicken, using only ingredients found in their classroom. 

For this class, collaboration and teamwork are key 
ingredients. “Some of the labs are difficult, but we all help each 
other through them so we all succeed as a group,” declared 
student Francesca Wolfe.

Students Explore the 
Science Behind Food

A Food Science student carrying out an 
experiment using various types of meat. 

MUSIC TO OUR EARS: Student Musicians 
Receive New Instruments
Read more on page 3
Intermediate School students   
playing some of the District’s brand-
new tubas.

7 AM - 9 PM VOTE! MAY 15 District Office
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Programs to be Enhanced
continued from page 1

District-wide Improvements
The budget proposal calls for maintaining all levels of student athletic teams, increasing professional 
development, adding a computer technician and a grounds person, and replacing several maintenance 
vehicles.

The District will also change its transportation provider to First Student. Kosinski said the move is 
an effort to improve transportation services overall. The buses transporting students will be newer and 
will be equipped with GPS systems for added safety.

Land Donation Proposition
In addition to the budget and the candidates for the Board of Education, voters will find a proposition 
on the ballot that seeks approval for the District to donate a small parcel of unused land to the Town of 
Marbletown.  

The triangular property, comprising a third of an acre, is located on School Hill Road and 4th Street 
in the hamlet of High Falls. “A long time ago, the land was part of an old school,” says Michael Shore, 
Rondout’s Director of Facilities and Grounds. “The High Falls Civic Association has expressed interest 
in using it for a community garden or park, and to allow them to do that the school district would first 
have to ask the voters for approval to transfer ownership to the Town of Marbletown.” The District, he 
adds, has not used the land in decades, and does not foresee using it in the future.

What if the Budget is Defeated?
Since the District’s proposed tax levy is below the allowable limit, only a simple majority voter approval 
(50 percent plus 1) is required to pass the budget. If the budget is defeated, the Board of Education can 
either adopt a contingency budget ($63,672,993) or opt for a second vote, either on the same budget or 
a revised one.

Vote is Tuesday, May 15
All eligible voters are encouraged to participate in this year’s budget vote and Board of Education 
election. Voting will take place Tuesday, May 15, from 7 AM to 9 PM at the District Office.

For more information about the budget, contact School Business Administrator Debra Kosinski at 
845-687-2400, ext. 4806 or dkosinski@rondout.k12.ny.us. For questions about voting, contact District 
Clerk Debra Barbiani at 845-687-2400, ext. 4803 or dbarbiani@rondout.k12.ny.us.

Dear Rondout Valley Community Members,

On April 18, 2018 the Rondout Valley Central School District Board 
of Education adopted the proposed budget for the 2018-2019 
school year in the amount of $64,305,841, which will be voted 
upon by the community on May 15, 2018. This budget results 
in a 1.8% tax levy increase, while maintaining academic and 
extracurricular programs, including sports and clubs. 

We conducted a comprehensive and thorough analysis of 
the budget and all of our programs to ensure the most effective 
and efficient use of District resources. Savings opportunities were 
found, enabling us to offset much of the cost of added supports, 
resulting in a 1.45% increase over the current budget. You will 
note from the table below that our local tax levy amounts have 
been very modest over the past five years.

Our work on the proposed budget began in earnest last 
fall. Our Board members have worked diligently with the 
administrative staff to create a budget that is fiscally responsible, 
and one that exemplifies excellence in education. 

The proposed budget includes a significant financial 
commitment to a new transportation contractor, First Student. 
Their buses will be newer and they will be equipped with GPS 
software. Bus location software for parents and District officials 
will be provided.

In addition to the budget vote, there will be a second 
proposition on the ballot. The District is proposing to transfer  
0.31 acres of District-owned land, located at School Hill Road and 
4th Street in High Falls, to the Town of Marbletown. This unused 
lot would be managed by High Falls Civic Association and utilized 
as community garden space.

We have great things happening in the Rondout Valley 
Central District! Our focus on improving our graduation rate over 
the past nine years has clearly met with success. Along with 
having graduation rates at the top of Ulster County, Rondout 
Valley compares favorably with districts across the state (refer to 
graph below). This is truly an accomplishment for the entire school 
community and is a testament to the great work that is going on 
throughout the District.

We continue to offer rigorous, challenging curricula. Our 
teachers and students are up to the challenge of these higher 
expectations. We are proud of the teaching and learning that occur 
in our classrooms every day and our many achievements from the 
elementary level up through high school.

Please remember to exercise your right to vote on our school 
budget between 7 AM and 9 PM on May 15 at your District Office 
of the Rondout Valley Central School District.

Respectfully,

Rosario Agostaro
SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS

Budget Message from the
Superintendent of Schools

  

Adopted
2017-2018 

Budget

Proposed
2018-2018 

Budget
PROGRAM
Instruction $29,806,702 $30,109,945 

Legal $70,000 $70,000 

Pupil Transportation*** $3,705,090 $4,467,631 

Other Transfers $1,033,000 $65,000 

Employee Benefits $13,884,154 $14,430,686 

Total Program $48,498,946 $49,143,262 
CAPITAL
Operation & Maintenance $3,877,073 $3,896,278 

Principal/Interest Payments $3,536,844 $3,633,326 

Property Tax Refunds $10,000 $10,000 

Judgments & Claims $0 $0 

Employee Benefits $970,453 $991,198 

Total Capital $8,394,370 $8,530,802 
ADMINISTRATIVE
Central Services $1,958,979 $2,071,698 

Instructional Supervision $2,154,126 $2,114,480 

Curriculum Development $298,733 $309,396 

Employee Benefits $2,080,057 $2,136,203 

Total Administrative $6,491,895 $6,631,777 
TOTAL BUDGET $63,385,211 $64,305,841 

The 2018-2019 budget provides a wide variety of programs for the District. The proposed budget is 
$64,305,841, an increase of 1.45% from the prior year’s budget. By law, school districts must divide 
their budget into three components, program, capital, and administrative, and compare them to 
the prior year’s amount.

Program Component  
The program component of the 
budget is $49,143,262, or 76.4% 
of the budget. This component 
includes salary and benefits for 
all instructional staff as well 
as interscholastic athletics, 
co-curricular activities and 
transportation.  

Capital Component  
The capital component totals 
$8,530,802, or 13.3% of the 
budget. Included in this 
component are operation and 
maintenance costs, including 
custodial staff salaries and 
benefits, court-ordered costs, 
and the payment of principal and 
interest for outstanding debt.

Administrative Component 
The administrative component 
is $6,631,777, or 10.3% of the 
budget. This component consists 
of salaries and benefits for 
administrators, supervisors, and 
support staff, business operations, 
personnel, school board, 
insurance, and legal services.  
 

2018-2019 Proposed Budget

School Year % Change In Tax Levy
2017-18 -1.35%
2016-17 0.00%
2015-16 1.82%
2014-15 1.51%
2013-14 0.60%
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Rondout Valley

NYS Public Schools

Charter Schools

2008-09 2009-10 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 2014-15 2015-16 2016-17

Graduation Rate Analysis 
(2009-2017)

***For all District bus runs, including private/parochial, special education, field trips, athletic trips, and late runs.  
This is the first year of a five-year contract; the total cost of the multi-year contract is $21,092,989.
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F or the school district’s 
talented musicians, making 

beautiful music got a little 
bit easier this year, thanks to 
the welcome addition of 54 
new instruments, including 
clarinets, bass clarinets, 
bassoons, alto saxes, tenor 
saxes, baritone saxes, trumpets, 
French horns, trombones, 
euphoniums, and tubas.

The District’s purchase 
addressed a pressing need, 
according to Randy Loder, 
Director of Instrumental Music 
at the High School. “Some 
of the instruments we are 
replacing have been used by 
students in the District since 
1968,” he explains. “A majority 
of them were purchased in the 
70s, and it is impossible to get replacement parts 40 years later.”

Rondout Valley is committed to ensuring that all students have the opportunity to learn an instrument, 
Loder notes. “The District provides instruments that cannot be rented, ones that are too expensive for most 
families to purchase, and ones for families for whom the purchase or rental of an instrument is not financially 
possible.”

The new instruments are also easier to play, adds Lisa Pacht, the District’s Executive Director of Curriculum 
and Instruction. “The students are benefiting from the last 40 years of innovation in instrument design,” 
she points out. Plus, she says, it is now possible to provide younger students with instruments that are the 
appropriate size for their bodies. Previously, some beginners struggled to play on the same models used by High 
School students.

The purchase promises to pay dividends well into the future. “Each year we have had more students playing 
instruments, as more and more families want to take advantage of the wonderful music program that we have,” 
Pacht says. “This purchase ensures that every child will have access to a vibrant music education today and for 
years to come.” 

Rondout Valley Announces 
Next Superintendent of 
Schools

The Board of Education has chosen Dr. Joseph G. Morgan to 
be the District’s next superintendent of schools.  

Dr. Morgan will assume his new duties on July 1. 
According to Board President Breanna Casey,  

Dr. Morgan’s educational experience, collaborative 
leadership style, and background working with an 
agricultural program helped him stand out from other 
applicants. “He had impressive qualifications and a great 
attitude,” she said. 

Dr. Morgan comes to 
our school district from the 
Spencer-Van Etten Central 
School District, where he has 
served as Superintendent for 
eight years. He is, he says, 
impressed with the number 
of academic programs and 
opportunities available to 
Rondout Valley students. 

“I am really looking forward to working with 
everyone—the Board of Education, staff, students, families, 
and the community—to continue to offer these excellent 
programs, as well as to help lead our schools into the future,” 
said Dr. Morgan. 

Dr. Morgan holds a doctorate in Educational Leadership, 
a master’s degree in Teaching and Curriculum from 
the University of Rochester, and a bachelor’s degree in 
Psychology from Le Moyne College. 

High School musicians trying out some of the District’s new clarinets.

MUSIC TO OUR EARS: 
Student Musicians Receive New Instruments

Members of Kerhonkson Elementary School’s Garden Club pose for a photo before beginning their 
spring planting.  

Nurturing Knowledge in 
Marbletown’s Garden
With the arrival 

of spring, 
some Marbletown 
Elementary School 
teachers are moving 
their classes outdoors, 
to the school garden. 
After school, the 
garden is welcoming 
members of the PTA-
sponsored garden 
clubs, who are happily 
digging, planting, 
weeding, and learning 
more about how 
things grow.  

“Teachers have 
many opportunities 
to connect the garden 
to the curriculum across all grade levels,” says Principal Andrew Davenport, who 
notes that lessons often focus on such garden-related topics as insects, butterflies, 
flowers, plants, and life cycles.

Grade 1 teacher Felice DiGennaro, for example, is asking her students to 
measure planting beds, discuss how a seed grows, and identify which parts of 
vegetables are edible. 

 “We’ll discuss whether a particular insect is a friend or foe to the plants in 
the garden, and we’ll have a fairy tale scavenger hunt,” she continues. Fairy tales, 
she explains, are part of the New York State Grade 1 curriculum requirements. 
Sometimes, she adds, the garden will simply serve as a quiet spot for reading or 
writing. 

Davenport points out that the garden features a beautiful “Mohonk-style” 
wooden fence, thanks to a grant secured by New York State Assembly Member 
Kevin Cahill.  Soon, the garden will also feature colorful birdhouses, which are 
being decorated by Grade 3 students as part of their “leave-behind” project. Future 
plans include extending the garden to the front of the school, where fruit trees will 
be planted.

“Our school garden,” says Davenport, “is a wonderful collaborative effort, a 
joint endeavor by our teachers, students, PTA, community volunteers, and even one 
of our elected officials. We’re so grateful to all of them!” 

A Garden Grows at Kerhonkson 

There’s a new afterschool activity at Kerhonkson Elementary School 
this year: gardening. The Garden Club, led by PTA President Georgia 

Jackson and Teaching Assistant Donna Zaboroski, meets once a week. 
The club was launched in late winter. That’s when students began 

weeding and cleaning debris from the garden, which is located behind 
the school. “The weeds were sky-high, and the kids really went to town on 
them,” recalls Zaboroski. 

Parent Stanley Nawrocki donated two large wooden boxes, which the 
young gardeners plan to fill with various plants this spring.  Nawrocki’s 
daughter, Hannah, is excited to practice her gardening skills at school. “I 
garden at home,” she reports. “We plant flowers and vegetables.”

Ryan Malarczyk, another student, thoroughly enjoys the club. “I like 
planting stuff and taking out the weeds!” he remarks.

Fellow gardener Alicia Jackson, who urged her mother to help get the 
club up and running, enjoys spending time out in the fresh air.  “For me, the 
best thing about the club is working outdoors,” she says. 

Marbletown students working with Principal Andrew Davenport in the school 
garden. Photo courtesy of Diane Bracklow
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Rondout Valley Central School District Budget Notice

NON-DISCRIMINATION NOTICE   
The Rondout Valley Central School District prohibits and condemns all forms of discrimination and harassment on the basis of race, color, creed, religion, national origin, political 
affiliation, sex, sexual orientation, age, marital status, military status, veteran status, disability, use of a recognized guide dog, hearing dog or service dog, or domestic violence victim 
status by employees, school volunteers, students, and non-employees such as contractors and vendors as well as any third parties who are participating in, observing, or otherwise 
engaging in activities subject to the supervision and control of the District.

All inquiries regarding the Non-Discrimination policy and/or all complaints regarding violation(s) of these policies should be directed to the Compliance Officer, Deputy 
Superintendent Dr. Timothy Wade, at 845-687-2400 or twade@rondout.k12.ny.us.

OVERALL BUDGET PROPOSAL
Budget Adopted 
for the 2017-18 

School Year

Budget Proposed 
for the 2018-19 

School Year

Contingency Budget 
for the 2018-19 

School Year*
Total Budgeted Amount, Not Including Separate Propositions $63,385,211 $64,305,841 $63,672,993
Increase/Decrease for the 2018-19 School Year $920,630 $287,782
Percentage Increase/Decrease in Proposed Budget 1.45 % .45%
Change in the Consumer Price Index 2.13%

A.  Proposed Levy to Support the Total Budgeted Amount $35,158,236 $35,791,084
B.  Levy to Support Library Debt, if Applicable
C.  Levy for Non-Excludable Propositions, if Applicable **
D.  Total Tax Cap Reserve Amount Used to Reduce Current Year Levy

E.  Total Proposed School Year Tax Levy  (A + B + C - D) $35,158,236 $35,791,084 $35,158,236
F.  Total Permissible Exclusions $776,640 $540,897
G.  School Tax Levy Limit, Excluding Levy for Permissible Exclusions $35,825,530 $35,456,531
H.  Total Proposed School Year Tax Levy, Excluding Levy to Support Library 
Debt and/or Permissible Exclusions (E – B – F + D)

$34,381,596 $35,250,187

I.  Difference: G – H (Negative Value Requires 60.0% Voter Approval – 
See Note Below Regarding Separate Propositions) ** $1,443,934 $206,344

Administrative component $6,491,895 $6,631,777 $6,504,017
Program component $48,498,946 $49,143,262 $48,869,174
Capital component $8,394,370 $8,530,802 $8,299,802
* A contingent budget would result in the elimination of all new equipment.

Under the Budget Proposed for the 2018-19 School Year

Estimated Basic STAR Exemption Savings 1 $547.00

The annual budget vote for the fiscal year 2018-19 by the qualified voters of the Rondout Valley Central School District, Ulster  County, New York, will 
be held at District Office in said district on Tuesday, May 15, 2018 between the hours of 7:00 am and 9:00 pm, prevailing time at which time the polls 
will be opened to vote by voting ballot or machine.

1  The basic school tax relief (STAR) exemption is authorized by section 425 of the Real Property Tax Law.

**List Separate Propositions that are not included in 
the Total Budgeted Amount: (Tax Levy associated 
with educational or transportation services 
propositions are not eligible for exclusion and may 
affect voter approval requirements)

Description Amount

Donate a .31 of an acre in High Falls to the Town of Marbletown 0.00

Where Does the Money Come From: 

Revenues

2018-2019 Budget

Where Does the Money Go: 

Expenses

State Aid
36.6%

Tax Levy
55.7%

Other Sources
2.2% Other

8.2%

BOCES
5.9%

Transportation
6.9%

Debt 
Service

6.2%

Benefits
27.1%

Salaries
45.7%

What Do 
My Tax Dollars Support?

Program Capital Administration

76.4 CENTS

13.3 CENTS 10.3 CENTS

For each dollar spent on education, the majority goes 
towards program, with just over $0.76 related to students 
and the classroom. Just about $0.14 of every dollar is 
invested in maintaining our facilities. Administrative costs 
account for about $0.10 of each dollar.

Voter Qualifications
To vote you must be at least 18 years old, a 
U.S. citizen, and have been a District resident 
for at least 30 days prior to the vote. Proof of 
residency will be required.

Absentee Ballots
z Applications for an Absentee Ballot are 

available through the District Office. Call 
845-687-2400, ext 4813.

z Applications must be received by May 8 
for the ballots to be mailed to the voter 
or May 14 for ballots to be picked by the 
voter.

z Absentee Ballots must the returned to the 
District Office by 5 PM on May 15.

Proof of Residency
z NYS Driver’s License with Physical 

Address (not Post Office Box)
z Non-Driver Identification Card
z Voter Registration Card
z NYS Income Tax Form with Rondout 

District Identified (#543)
z School Tax Bill Showing STAR Exemption

Voter Information

Fund Balance
5.5%

7 AM - 9 PM VOTE! MAY 15 District Office
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Gail Hutchins
My background is quite diversified. First, I pursued a career in fire protection 
engineering. Ten years later, I switched hats to become an entrepreneur, 
establishing an interior decorating business. In 2010, I began working for a tax 
accountant and I’m there still. I became a Rondout board member in 2000 and 
served for twelve years as trustee, vice president and finally as president. After a 
five year break, I was appointed to the board upon the passing of a BOE member. 
I also serve as president on the BOCES Board of Education. I am an advocate for 
excellence in education. 

Natalysse Stein
As a former graduate of Rondout I would love to play a part in the great work being 
done here. As they say children are our future. I am a dedicated mother who has 
worked for the PTA for several years. My daughters have very different educational 
needs, from exceeding expectations to high medical needs requiring special 
services. I am very aware how individualized learning is for our children. I have led 
fundraising campaigns for Heifer International, Relay for Life, Red Cross Hurricane 
Relief, and the Children’s Miracle Network. I also run the Safety programs for my 
company. 

Stephanie Diak-Salmonsen
Stephanie Diak-Salmonsen lives in Marbletown with her partner Jeremy, and their 
3 children. With her two oldest on to higher education, her focus is advocating 
for her son who is a student with autism at RVHS. Stephanie is a parent member 
on the Committee for Special Education and believes her experience successfully 
navigating the special education system has given her the ability to negotiate 
compromise and to work within an existing system to effect change.  She believes 
in the power of inclusion to improve the educational experience of all students and 
would like to bring these ideas to RVSD. 

Brian Martin
I have lived in Stone Ridge for 25 years. My wife is a lifelong resident of Stone Ridge 
and a Rondout Valley graduate. Her father served on the Rondout Valley Board 
of Education for many years. My oldest son is a 2016 graduate of R.V.H.S. and my 
younger son is in the 8th grade.

If elected, I hope that my extensive hands-on experience in the field of 
education as a teacher and administrator, and my understanding of our local 
community, will enable me to represent the best interests of our students and 
community members.

Kimberly Cohen
Dr. Kim Cohen has lived in the district since 2011 with her husband and their 5th 
grade son.  She currently serves as a parent member of the Health and Wellness 
committee. She teaches elementary and special education majors and has developed 
curriculum to support 21st century, diverse learners of all needs. As a parent and 
an educator, Dr. Cohen cares about the success of each student in the Rondout 
Valley School District and community. Her goal on the board will be to ensure all 
students and parents have a voice and feel welcome because together we can make a 
difference.  

Five seats on the Board of Education are up for election this year: three three-year terms currently held by Wayne Beckerman, Nicole Parete, and 
Rebecca Versace, and the two unexpired terms of Michael Baden and David O’Halloran. 

The candidates with the three highest numbers of votes will be elected to the three-year terms. The candidates with the fourth and fifth highest 
votes will be elected to fill the unexpired terms. 

Those elected to three-year terms will serve from July 1, 2018 to June 30, 2021. The candidates elected to fill the unexpired terms will be seated 
in May 2018 and serve until June 30, 2019.
The following statements have been provided by the candidates and are printed verbatim. The order of the candidates reflects the order their names will appear on the ballot. 

Messages from the Candidates

Proposition 1
“RESOLVED, that the Board of Education of the Rondout Valley 
Central School District be authorized to expend $64,305,841 in the 
2018-2019 school year to meet necessary estimated expenses and to levy 
the necessary tax.”

Sample Proposition Board of Education Candidates

1. Gail Hutchins
2. Natalysse Stein
3. Stephanie Diak-Salmonsen
4. Brian Martin
5. Kimberly Cohen

6. Nicole Parete
7. Rebecca Versace
8. Elissa Jury
9. David Bendell
10. Gerald Fornino

★
★

★
Proposition 2
“Shall the Board of Education of the Rondout Valley Central School 
District be authorized to donate a District-owned .31 of an acre parcel 
located off of School Hill Road and Fourth Street, Hamlet of High Falls 
(SBL#: 70.46-3-32) that is no longer in use for District purposes to the 
Town of Marbletown?”

Nicole Parete
Nicole Parete is a dedicated and compassionate professional with comprehensive 
knowledge in education and public policy. After earning a BA in Education from 
Western New England University, Nicole taught high school social studies for 
nearly a decade. During this time she completed her MS in Education from SUNY 
New Paltz. Nicole has since left the classroom to become a school administrator. 
She is currently the Assistant Principal at The Grove Street Academy, a local 853 
school which serves students in need of intensive academic and behavioral support. 
Nicole and her husband, Robert, reside in Stone Ridge with their daughters.  

Rebecca Versace
Rebecca Versace has been a Rondout Valley resident for over 15 years. She is a former 
elementary school teacher and has served two terms on the Rondout Valley Board 
of Education. Rebecca has worked on several board committees including PPS, 
Technology, and has been appointed as chair of the Budget Committee, Curriculum 
Committee, Policy Committee and served as co-chair of the Superintendent Search 
Committee. She was also voted in as Board President in 2016-17. Rebecca is a 
passionate education and a strong advocate for public schools. 

Elissa Jury
Elissa Jury and her husband moved to Rondout Valley 35 years ago. Both of their 
children are graduates of Rondout Valley. She holds a Masters in education.

Mrs. Jury recently retired from teaching Biology and Science Research 
at the High School. Her experience includes work in middle school Special 
Education; teaching science, including initiation of many innovative programs 
such as the Science Research Program in 2001; and participation as a Building 
Representative. She was inspired to run for School Board to continue providing 
innovative opportunities for the students of Rondout Valley through decisions and 
developments within the school system.

David Bendell
My name is David Bendell and I am running for the Rondout Valley Board of 
Education. I have been a lifelong resident of the district and both my children and I 
are graduates of Rondout.

I am a graduate of SUNY New Paltz and have been an elementary school 
teacher for over 20 years, and I really love it.

I have also volunteered for the Kerhonkson Accord First Aid Squad for the 
past 5 years. My responsibilities include serving as the current Assistant Captain, 
Trustee, and a NYS certified EMT.

I look forward to the opportunity to further serve my community.

Gerald Fornino
Gerry and wife Cindy are longtime residents of the Town of Rochester their 
daughter Lene is an Honors student (sophomore) @ Rondout Valley H.S. Gerry 
has served his community as a volunteer NYS/DEC Instructor and the towns 
Emergency Management Director for over ten years. He is retired from Federal 
Law Enforcement with 32 years service. He looks forward to working with other 
board members and the district personnel to get the best cost effective education 
and safest environment for our future leaders to succeed.

(Vote for any five)
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If you want to know how robots work, the best way to find out is to build your 
own! That’s the philosophy in Lora Kishel’s Grade 5 classroom, where students 

have been learning to build robots and to write the computer codes that will control 
them. 

The Intermediate School teacher, who received a grant from the curriculum 
department to purchase a robotics program, has guided her students through the 
robot-building process.

Student Lauren Schoonmaker explains that each part of a robot needs to be 
built carefully so that it runs properly. “Sometimes we need to problem-solve to fix 
issues when the robot doesn’t work as planned,” she says.

Next, says Kishel, the students are asked to program the robot to perform 
various actions. “Each action needs to be programmed with a series of steps,” she 

says. “Just for the 
robot to turn its 
head, students 
need to create 
a flow chart of 

Grade 5 students 
are designing and 
building a robot 
capable of walking, 
turning its head, and 
picking up a ball. 

During one magical weekend in late February, the High School stage was 
transformed into the clique-filled world of Rydell High School, home of 

the T-Birds, the Pink Ladies, and a host of singing, dancing teenagers. 
Rondout Valley’s production of Grease starred Markian Ougrin and 

Rebecca Spencer in the pivotal roles of Danny and Sandy, who struggle to 
keep their summer romance alive once school begins.

“It was awesome playing the role of Sandy,” said Rebecca. “I identify with 
her.” Acting, she added, has a way of helping people to “get out of their shells.”

Unlike Rebecca, whose previous theatrical credits included roles in Once 
Upon a Mattress and You’re a Good Man, Charlie Brown, Markian was new to 
the theater. “I have a background in dance, though, so acting seemed natural 
to me,” he explained. Markian, who performs Ukrainian dances, was happy to 
try something new. “The musical was fun because of all the people I got to 
meet and bond with,” he said.

 The show was directed by Kevin Archambault, with Randy Loder 
acting as producer and music director and Lucas Rau serving as vocal director.  

Greased Lightnin’ Hits the High School Stage

Robots in the Classroom:
Intermediate School Introduces Robotics Program

actions. The motors need to be told to go forward and to reverse for certain lengths 
of time and at different speeds.”

One group of students chose to create a robot that could pick up items of 
particular colors. Each of the robot’s four motors had a specific function: one 
rotated the robot’s head, two powered its legs, and one opened and closed its claw. 
“The robot also used light and color sensors to determine whether something of a 
certain color is in the robot’s hand,” student Freja Ermer remarks.

The robotics program has been a hit in her classroom, according to Kishel. 
“I’m hoping this inspires students to pursue paths in engineering, science, and 
technology,” she says.

Cast members of Rondout Valley High School’s production of Grease pose for a group shot. The student production took place in February.

“Grease” is the word for the T-Birds, Rydell High School’s coolest clique.
The Pink Ladies of Rydell High School take the stage.

Three students in 
Lora Kishel’s Grade 5 
class show off their 
Stryder Robot. 
The youngsters  
designed and 
programmed the 
robot to walk and 
navigate around 
objects. 
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Senior Ian Houck didn’t come back from 
this year’s New York State Public High 

School Athletic Association (NYSPHSAA) 
Wrestling Championship empty-handed. 
In fact, he came home with some new 
hardware—a shiny sixth place medal. 

Ian, who is only the seventh Rondout 
Valley wrestler ever to place at the State level, 
has worked hard to achieve his success, says 
Head Varsity Wrestling Coach Rich Parete. 
“Last season,” he notes, “Ian was one match 
from placing in the State tournament and 
lost a close decision. He worked hard this 
season and won a close 2-1 match against 
a very good opponent to achieve All-State 
honors.” 

Coach Parete, who is assisted by Assistant 
Coach Max Stratton, says that Ian has made 
his mark both inside and outside of the 
wrestling room. “In addition to leading the 
school with 168 career wins, he is a three-
time Section 9 champion and a four-year 
team captain,” he says. 

Next year, Ian will be attending the 
Rochester Institute of Technology, where he 
plans to continue his wrestling career while 
pursuing his studies.

Senior Wrestler Excels at 
State Tournament

At Rondout Valley Junior High School, yoga 
  classes and mindfulness training are 

teaching students important lessons about how 
to manage their emotions, reduce stress, and 
enhance their overall wellness.

For the past two years, the school has offered 
a yoga club during recess. English teacher/
certified yoga instructor Alison Abbruzzi, who 
was specially trained to teach yoga to adolescents, leads the sessions. The club meets every other day. 

Grade 7 student Holly Hrabovsky finds yoga to be extremely relaxing. “It gives me a break from stressing out 
over school and homework,” she explains.

In addition to supporting the yoga club, Principal Charles Tadduni has introduced a mindfulness theme to 
the school. By becoming more mindful of their thoughts and emotions, the students are better able to manage 
them—rather than being overwhelmed by them. Using their mindfulness training, students may also be better 
equipped to address stressful situations—such as the prospect of a big test.

Breathing exercises are one stress-reducing tool being shared by Tadduni, guidance counselors, and teachers. 
“Breathwork and yoga exercises have been scientifically proven to help people lower blood pressure, regulate 
heart rate, and manage stress,” he observes.

In addition, students who need a “reset” or 
break can visit the school’s mindfulness room to 
calm their moods, sit on comfortable chairs, and 
make use of a Mindfulness App they can access on 
their iPads.

Abbruzzi, who helps kick off staff meetings 
with a “mindfulness moment,” says that she looks 
forward to bringing more mindfulness and yoga to 
staff and students. “It’s so important for managing 
emotions and creating stress resilience,” she 
declares.  

Junior High School 
Students Learn 
Important Life Lessons

Rondout Valley’s Special Olympians Go for Gold

This year’s Winter Olympics may be 
just a memory, but that hasn’t stopped 

some Rondout Valley students from 
keeping the Olympic spirit alive. This 
spring, 28 Rondout Valley High School 
and Junior High School students have been 
training to compete in a Special Olympics 
competition, scheduled for May 5 at West 
Point.

Students from the U.S. Military 
Academy run the all-day Hudson Valley 
regional event, with one cadet being 
assigned to each Special Olympian. The 
competition, which includes track and 
field events like the 100-meter run, turbo 
javelin, race walking, wheelchair races, and 
running and standing long jump, is open to 
athletes with physical, emotional, learning, or intellectual disabilities. 

The Kiwanis Club of Kingston and the Rondout Valley Federation for Teachers & SRP (School-Related 
Professionals) donated funds for uniforms, and the school’s Special Olympic team held a T-shirt sale to raise 
funds. Food for the athletes, staff, and their families was provided by Ten Broeck Commons. 

Among Rondout Valley’s competitors this year are  Nathan Donaldson and Shea Malenski. “My favorite 
event is the shot put,” said Nathan. 
“I almost broke a hole in the net 
when I threw the shot put while I 
was training.” Shea, whose events 
include the javelin throw, 50-meter 
dash, and softball throw, enjoys 
the camaraderie that she’s found 
by training and competing.  “I like 
being with my class and making 
new friends,” she explained.

Rondout’s Special Olympics athletes competed at West Point in early May.

A number of Rondout Valley athletes received awards at last year’s Special Olympics 
competition at West Point.

 Thanks to a grant from 
NYSERDA (New York 
State Energy Research 
and Development 
Authority), Rondout 
Valley was able to 
install two electric 
charging stations at the 
High School (near the 
greenhouse and loading 
dock). “Community 
members visiting the 
school for an event are 
welcome to plug in their electric vehicles and top 
them off, “ says Michael Shore, Rondout’s Director of 
Facilities and Grounds. 

It's electrifying!

Junior High School students share a peaceful moment during their yoga class, 
which is held during recess.

Yoga Club members taking a break from the 
stresses of their school day. The club meets 
every other day during recess.
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Rondout Valley High School students now have the opportunity to take two 
college-level courses, English 101 and 102. The classes, taught by Rondout 

Valley English teacher Doug Serson, are offered through the Collegian Program 
at SUNY Ulster. 

English 101, which was offered in the first half of the year, is an essay-writing 
class based on non-fiction readings, explains Serson. “Grammatical precision is 
emphasized,” he notes.

In contrast, he says, “English 102 is based on the study of fiction, ranging 
from poems to short stories, plays, and novels. It, too, is a writing course.”  
English 101 is a prerequisite to English 102, he adds. 

 On a recent spring morning, English 102 students immersed themselves in 
some challenging poems, including William Stafford’s “Fifteen” and Robert Frost’s 
“Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening.” Their animated conversation focused 
not only on the poems’ themes, but also on such literary devices as repetition, 
metaphors, rhyme structure, and mood. 

The Frost poem, a seemingly straightforward account of a nighttime drive 
into some dark, 
snowy woods, 
was more 
complicated 
than it initially 
seemed, the 
students 
decided. The 
poem inspired 
a lively debate 
over whether the 
narrator would 
actually continue 
his miles-long 
journey—or if he 
would, instead, 
decide to escape 
his obligations 
forever by lying down in the snow.

According to student Mary Sommer, English 102 is more interactive than 
traditional high school classes. “We rarely have a lecture; we talk among 
ourselves about what we’re reading. It’s really nice to have the other students’ 
perspectives.”

The courses, which are new at Rondout this year, offer students the 
opportunity to earn high school credit while simultaneously procuring six 
college credits. “The curriculum is equivalent to that offered through the 
college,” Serson stresses. 

Charles Tadduni Honored as 
Principal of the Year

Congratulations to Junior High School Principal Charles Tadduni, who 
has been named 2018 New York State Middle School Principal of the 

Year. The award was bestowed by the School Administrators Association 
of New York State and the National Association of Elementary School 
Principals. 

In announcing the award, the organizations praised a number of 
Tadduni’s accomplishments, including his support for a student yoga club 
and mindfulness training and his writing of a grant that allows the school 
to partner with local farms and supply the cafeteria with fresh produce. 
To increase teachers’ understanding of the challenges of students living in 
poverty in our District, he encouraged staff members to read and discuss a 
book entitled Teaching with Poverty in Mind. In addition, he plans to start 
a Restorative Justice program at the school, with a view towards providing 
an alternative to traditional forms of punishment such as suspensions. 

While honored to receive the award, Tadduni was eager to share the 
credit for his success. “It does indeed take a village to raise a child,” he 
said. “I truly feel that we are lucky to have such dedicated and talented 
faculty and staff here at Rondout. It’s through their efforts, kindness to our 
students, and can-do attitude that we share this accolade.”

Junior High School Principal Charles Tadduni has been honored as “Middle School Principal of the Year.”   

College Writing Course Challenges 
High School Students 

7 AM - 9 PM VOTE! MAY 15 District Office

English teacher Doug Serson leading a college-level poetry discussion. 


